
          

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

POKAGON BAND AND FOUR WINDS CASINOS OUTLINE KEY 

GREEN INITIATIVES ACROSS ALL PROPERTIES 
 

Casinos, hotel, restaurants and Pokagon offices reduction and recycling efforts 

will have significant impact on region 
 

NEW BUFFALO, Mich. – April 19, 2019 – The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians and its Four Winds® 

Casinos are pleased to announce several important green initiatives have been implemented at all four 

casinos, their restaurants, hotel, and Pokagon Band government offices. 

 

Matt Wesaw, Chairman of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, recently outlined the Tribe’s 

commitment to conservation and recycling efforts. “The Skebgyak Zhetthken—‘Do it Green’ in the 

Potawatomi language—campaign signifies a commitment to our Mother Earth,” Wesaw said. “As of 

March 1, we eliminated Styrofoam and single-use plastics like straws, cups and cutlery in our Pokagon 

offices. April 1, we eliminated plastic water bottles, individual coffee creamers and disposable k-cups. 

Plastic straws and coffee stirrers have been replaced with a biodegradable 100% vegetable fiber 

product, and all employees are encouraged to carry a reusable cup and mug.” 

 

Wesaw said citizens and staff have access to two community gardens and can take part in a 

government-wide composting program that in 2018 diverted nearly 700 pounds of food waste from 

landfills and turned it into rich compost soil.  

 

According to Wesaw, extensive recycling and reuse efforts have also been implemented at the Casino’s 

hotel and all of its restaurants. “Frank Freedman has led his team to an impressive campaign to cut 

down on the waste that is naturally generated at an operation of our size.” 

 

Freedman, COO of Four Winds Casinos, explains the initiatives implemented in all sectors of the 

operation. In the hotel, rather than discarding used hotel amenities (soaps, shampoos, body washes and 

plastic packaging), Four Winds recycles them. “We pay an annual fee for a company to recycle and 

regenerate these products—It’s that important to us as an organization,” Freedman says. “As an 

example, all used bars of soap and containers are placed into a collection bin. Once it’s full, we ship the 

container to Clean the World, an organization in Orlando which recycles its contents. Since 2014, when 



we started this, we’ve recycled over 12,000 pounds of waste which has been used to create over 40,000 

bars of soap and nearly 10,000 bottles used in hygiene kits for those in need.  

 

Other green initiatives, Freedman said, include:  

• Partially depleted toilet paper rolls and lightly damaged linens are donated to the Center for the 

Homeless in South Bend; 

• All mattresses once they leave the hotel are recycled. To date, 179 king and 142 queen 

mattresses have been recycled; and 

• The Go-Green Program (guests staying more than one night are encouraged to reuse towels and 

bed linen) 

 

Within their restaurants, Freedman points to another program that Four Winds supports which delivers 

meals to those with food insecurity, Meals for Michiana. Operated through Cultivate Culinary School and 

Catering, Meals for Michiana partners with local food suppliers to gather edible food that would 

otherwise go to waste and distribute it to local food banks, pantries and emergency food programs. 

Since September 2018, Four Winds has donated more than 10,300 pounds of food to Meals for 

Michiana.  

 

“Like our work with Feeding America where we donate thousands of meals throughout southwest 

Michigan and northern Indiana, this partnership with Cultivate is indicative of our employees’ values and 

generosity,” Freedman said. “No one wants to think of our neighbors going hungry. If we can help 

package and distribute our surplus and provide it to those who need it, we’ll continue to make it 

happen.”   

 

Beginning May 1, all straws at all four Four Winds properties will be replaced with biodegradable straws 

and by early summer, all cups in the four locations will be converted to biodegradable product. In the 

employee dining room, all cups will be replaced with reusable cups.  

 

Other recycled waste from the kitchens include cardboard, aluminum, clear glass bottles, raw bone (the 

meat and fat are picked up by companies who use the product for animal feed), and residual fats from 

grease traps which is recycled for the production of biofuel.  

 

“All of these initiatives underscore just how important it is to us that we protect and honor this planet,” 

Wesaw said. “We are well aware of how precious this land is and our responsibility to it. We also know 

the ways in which our businesses can affect it and in all that we do, we are committed to being good 

stewards of this gift.” 

 

About The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 

The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians’ sovereignty was reaffirmed under legislation signed into law 

by President Clinton in September of 1994. The Pokagon Band is dedicated to providing community 

development initiatives such as housing, education, family services, medical care and cultural 

preservation for its approximately 5,600 citizens. The Pokagon Band’s ten-county service area includes 

four counties in Southwestern Michigan and six in Northern Indiana. Its main administrative offices are 

located in Dowagiac, Mich., with a satellite office in South Bend, Ind. In 2007, it opened Four Winds 



Casino Resort in New Buffalo, Mich., followed by Four Winds Hartford in 2011, Four Winds Dowagiac in 

2013 and Four Winds South Bend in January 2018.  It owns and operates a variety of business via Mno-

Bmadsen, the tribe’s non-gaming investment enterprise. More information is available at 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, www.fourwindscasino.com and www.mno-bmadsen.com. 

 

About Four Winds Casinos 

Four Winds New Buffalo, located at 11111 Wilson Road in New Buffalo, Mich., Four Winds Hartford®, 

located at 68600 Red Arrow Highway in Hartford, Mich., Four Winds Dowagiac®, located at 58700 M-51 

South in Dowagiac, Mich., and Four Winds South Bend, located at 3000 Prairie Road in South Bend, Ind., 

are owned by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. Four Winds New Buffalo offers nearly 125,000 

square feet of gaming with more than 2,500 slot machines, 48 table games, five restaurants, 

entertainment bars, retail venues, a pool, and a 415-room hotel, making it the premier gaming resort in 

the Midwest. Four Winds Hartford features more than 500 slot machines, eight table games, a 74-seat 

restaurant, and a 15-seat bar. Four Winds Dowagiac features 400 slot machines, seven table games and 

one restaurant. Four Winds South Bend has over 55,000 square feet of gaming space, 1,600 games, four 

restaurants, three bars, a players lounge, a coffee shop, a retail outlet and a 10-table, live dealer poker 

room. Please play responsibly. You must be 21 years of age to gamble. For more information on Four 

Winds Casinos, please call 1-(866)-4WINDS1 (866-494-6371) or visit www.fourwindscasino.com. 

Additionally, be sure to like Four Winds Casinos on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fourwindscasino 

and follow on Twitter at www.Twitter.com/fourwindscasino. 
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Media Contacts: 

Melinda Pierce, Big Idea Company, (574) 257-4332, melinda@bigideacompany.com 

Jill Klinedinst, Big Idea Company, (574) 257-4332, jill@BigIdeaCompany.com 
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